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WORLDWIDE AFFAIRS 


"DPA" REPORTS ON PROGRESS AT GENEVA RADIO CONFERENCE 
Hamburg DPA in German 1531 GMT 21 Oct 79 LD 
[Text] Geneva--Report by DPA correspondent Ernest Burkart: 


The World Administrative Radio Conference (WARC) in Geneva, which is to 

decide on a reallocation of frequencies for the next two decades, will 

be entering its 5th week on Monday with subdued optimism. Indications 

are that the conference will end, as announced roughly on 30 November. 
Optimism on the European side in the 4th week of nesotiations is due to 

an initial breakthrough in extending the VH? frequency range for the radio. 
Radio stations now broadcasting in the 87.5 to 100 Mhz range are to be assigned 
bandwidths up to 108 Mhz. This is to apply to the E.A.N.S. [abbreviation 
expansion unknown] region, which comprises Europe, the Soviet Union--including 
its Asian part--Africa and Arabia. It would mean that the range on which VHF 
transmitters can broadcast would be almost doubled. Because various 

other radio services operate in the 100-108 Mhz range, provisions are 

being made in Geneva for a transitional period of up to 10 years. So far 

this agreement is the product of a working group and not a conference 
decision; but leading European participants said on Saturday that it 

pointed the way forward. 


The WARC has the task of reorganizing all frequency ranges and their dis- 
tribution to various services such as radio, maritime radio communications 
and amateur radio. So far, discussions are still proceeding--below the 
decision-making level--in the many working groups and commissions in which 
some 1,900 delegates from 145 of the 154 members of the International 
Telecommunication Union (IUT) are participating. 


After the political wrangling about the chairmanship during the first 4 

days of the conference, telecommunications men are now concentrating on 

the business at hand. There have been no fresh political controversies. 
Apart from the provisional agreement about extending the frequency range 
for radio services, no spectacular news has percolated from the morning 

troups. 


Two major issues charged with political dynamite are still on the agenda. 
First, the problem of geostationary satellites in an orbit of 36,000 meters 

















up in space, with the Equatorial states claiming special rights, and the 
developing countries wishing to get awa, from the principle of “first come, 
tirst served.” but there is not enough space for everybody. 


Second, the issue of shortwaves has met with far-reaching demands by 
developing countries, with regard to stable shortwave communications and 
shortwave radio as the best means of solving their difficult communica- 
tions problems. At the start of the conference, Algeria created a stir 
with its proposal that 70 percent of all shortwave frequencies be allotted 
to developing countries. Transmitters in the industrialized states have 
long been using the shortwave frequency range. 


In view of the almsot hopeless congestion, the leader of the Federal German 
delegation, Heinrich Venhaus, put the situation in these terms: “The 
question is how do I squeeze 100 more guests into this hotel. Actually, 
everyone is already in but needs more room.” He added that one could be 
“satisfied with the proceedings so far, including the FRG's perspective." 
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WORLDWIDE AFFAiRS 


"PRESS TRUST OF INDIA’ BREAKS WITH NONALINED NEWS POOL 
Delhi PATRIOT in English 20 Oct 79 p 1 BK 
[Our special correspondent ] 


[Text] The Press Trust of India has decided to opt out of the ron-aligned 
news agencies’ pool. A decision to this effect was taken at a meeting of 
the PTI board of directors last Monday [15 October]. 


The decision, adopted by a majority vote was seen as a victory of certain 
influential figures dominating the newspaper business, who are members of 
the PTI board. 


Ever since it was formed, the non-aligned news pool has been the target of 

a formidable attack from the West, and pro-West Indian organizations. PTI 
had entered into a 6-month agreement with the Inter-Press Service (IPS) last 
April. 


According to the agreement, the IPS, as a news agency, was to provide PTI 
with detailed in-depth, news (related mainly to developmental aspects of the 
third world) from countries which fall outside the pale of coverage of the 
Western news agencies--that is, the developing states. The agreement, un- 
less renewed, was to end on 19 October. 


The IPS was acting not merely as a news agency, but also as a carrier of news 
from the non-aligned countries’ news agencies for che benefit of the PTI 
which was a member of the non-aligned news agencies’ pool. This was being 
done through use of the IPS’ satellite channel. The use of IPS as a carrier 
service has thus also been brought to an end. 


The development is an embarrassment for the Indian Government, particularly 
because an Indian--Mr D. R. Mankekar--happens to be the chairman of the 
non-aligned news agencies’ pool. 


However, the government is understood to be taking prompt steps to make 
alternate arrangements so that India is not unrepresented in the news pool 
or deprived of the services of the IPS. These arrangements would be finalised 














very soon, certainly before the next meeting of the non-aligned news agen- 
cies’ pool in Belgrade in mid-November. 


Significantly, all the three governments ied by Mrs Indira Gandhi, Mr Morarji 
Desai and Mr Charan Singh were wheliy committed to India's participation in 
the non-aligned news agencies’ pool as part of the country's well-established 
principle of upholding the cause of the developing nations and as a founder 
of the non-aligned movement. 
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WORLDWIDE AFFAIRS 


FRENCH-BULGARIAN COMMUNICATIONS PROTOCOL SIGNED 


AU282116 Sofia BTA in English 1845 GMT 28 Sep 79 AU 


[Text] Paris, Sep 28 (BTA correspondent)--A protocol was siged here today for the 
expansion and deepen’ ¢ of Bulgaro-French cooperation in commnicsctions. 


"The protocol marks the beginning of a new stage in the development of long-time fruit- 
ful ties between our two countries in that sphere", Mr Norbert Segard, the French 
secretary of state for posts and telecommunications, said upon siging. He went on 
that his talks with his Bulgarian counterpart, Mr Pando Vanchev, minister of communi- 
cations, had proceeded in an atmosphere of understanding and a warked wish to make a 
thorough use of all the existing possibil’ties in jointly solving telecommunication 
problems which wee of common interest. In the future Bulgaria and France will 
cooperate in the sphere of electronic exchanges, data transmission and in the exchange 
of specialists. 


For his part Minister Vanchev revealed that Prance was to help Bulgaria in the setting 
up of an international telephone exchange and that currently negotiations were underway 
for the delivery to Bulgaria of an electronic exchange plant. We are interested, he 
said, in the French experience in postal communications and in the data transmission 
network. 
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WORLDWIDE AFFAIRS 


BRIEFS 


"TASS-VISNEWS' AGREEMENT--Moscow, 24 Oct--An agreement on cooperation between 
the Soviet television and radio and the International Television Agency 
"VISNEWS" was signed here today. It provides for an exchange of television 
coverage of the most important events in the USSR and abroad. [Text] [Mos- 
cow TASS in English 1501 GMT 24 Oct 79 LD] 


ITALY-PRC TV HOOKUP--Beijing, 17 Oct (ANSA)--Italy and China will have a 
direct television hookup via satellite for the first time early next month 
when Chinese Premier and Communist Party Chairman Hua Guofeng arrives in 
Italy. For the occasion, the Beijing Opera will present a special half-hour 
show on Italy's channel one. The show will go on the air in Italy at 1900 
November 4 but in China will be 0200 the morning of November 5. [Text] 
[Rome ANSA in English 1950 GMT 12 Oct 79 AU] 


PRC-EQUATORIAL GUINEA TELECOM PROJECT--Beijing, 19 Oct (XINHUA)--The Equa- 
torial Guinea Supreme Military Council held a ceremony to mark the trans- 
ference of a telecommunication project in Bata on October 14, according to 
reports from Malabo. Maye Ela, first vice-chairman of the country's Supreme 
Military Council, and Hu Jingrui, Chinese ambassador to Equatorial Guinea, 
attended the ceremony and signed the transference certificate on behalf of 
their governments. First Vice-chairman Maye Ela and Ambassador Hu delivered 
speeches at the ceremony in praise of the friendship between the people of 
the two countries. Construction of the project started in 1976 under an 
economic and technical cooperation agreement signed between China and 
Equatorial Guinea in August 1971. [Text] [Beijing XINHUA in English 1216 
GMT 16 Oct 79 OW] 


SRV IN INTELSAT ORGANIZATION--Hanoi, VNA, 27 Oct--An agreement on Vietnam's 
participation in the organisation of satellite telecommunication (INTELSAT) 
has been signed in New York, reported VNA's correspondent there. The signa- 
tory was Cu Dinh Ba, representing the Vietnamese permanent mission at the 
United Nations. Representatives of U.S. Foreign Ministry and the INTELSAT 
were present at the signing cerenony. [Text] [Hanoi VNA in English 0717 

27 Oct 79 OW] 























PRC ON MARITIME COUNCIL--London, 26 Oct (XINHUA)--The International Maritime 
Satellite Organization (INMARSAT) ended its first meeting here today. The 
new organization will provide satellite capacity to improve maritime commun- 
ications. Delegates from 3l countries attended the three-day meeting. Dong 
Huaming, leader of the Chinese delegation, was elected a council member of 
the INMARSAT along with three representatives from Algeria, Argentina and 
Bulgaria. An INMARSAT plan for maritime communications satellites is ex- 
pected to lead to considerable improvements in communications with vessels 
operating at sea which have become subject to congestion as a result of the 
continuing increase in maritime traffic in general, radio frequency limita- 
tions and other technical constraints. [Text] [Beijing XINHUA in English 
0301 GMT 27 Oct 79 OW] 


SAUDI ARABIA RATIFICATION OF WARC ACCORD--"His Excellency Dr Muhammad 
"Abduh Yamani said that the Council of Ministers has approved the re- 
quest of the minister of information regarding the renewal of the agree- 
ment on television development with the French agency. The Council also 
ratified the World Administrative Radio Conference Geneva agreement on 
medium and low frequencies." His excellency concluded his statement to 
SNA by saying that the council's resolutions would be submitted to his 
majesty the king for approval. [Editorial Report] [Excerpt] [Riyadh 
SNA in Arabic at 1920 GMT 15 Oct 79] 


"BTA', SPANISH NEWS AGENCY AGREEMENT- -Sofia, September 28, (BTA)--The 
director general of the Spanish news agency EFE, Mr Luis Maria Anson, is 
on a visit in Sofia at the invitation of the director general of the 
Bulgarian Telegraph Agency, Mr Lozan Strelkov. As a result of the talks 
held, a cooperation agreement was signed between BTA and EFE. Mr Luis 
Maria Anson visited the Editorial Office of the RABOTNICHESKO DELO 
newspaper and had a talk with its management. [Text] [Sofia BTA 

in English 1920 GMT 28 Sep 79 AU] 


NONALINED NEWS AGENCIES' POOL CONFERENCE--Belgrade--The second conference 
of the nonalined countries’ news agencies’ pool is to be held from 

22 to 24 November this year in Belgrade. This conference will be directly 
preceded by the fourth regular meeting of the pool's Coordination Committee 
on 19 and 20 November also in Belgrade. It is envisaged that the work of 
the pool conference will take place in a plenum, with a general debate, 
and also in commissions for professional, technical and educational ques- 
tions. The exact agenda for the conference will be determined later by 
the Coordination Committee, but it is already known that the conference 
will discuss, among other things, the need to change its statute, and it 
will also be called upon to elect members of the new Coordination Com- 
mittee for the next 3-year period. [Excerpts] [Belgrade TANJUG Domestic 
Service in Serbo-Croatian 1158 GMT 29 Sep 79 LD] 
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INTER-ASIAN AFFAIRS 


BRIEFS 


FACSIMILE SERVICE TO SINGAPORE--Taipei, 20 Oct--The International Telecom- 
munications Administration Friday announced the opening of a high speed 
facsimile service between Taipei and Singapore. Communications Minister Lin 
Chin-Sheng and other government officials will officiate at the inauguration 
ceremony Saturday morning with the transmission of a greeting message to 
Singapore. At the same time, Frank C. C. Lin, president of the Central News 
Agency, will send a Chinese news story to his Singapore correspondent by the 
newly opened service. The general public is requested to use the service 

to transmit commercial papers, legal documents, graphic matters and draw- 
ings between the two cities which will reach the other end via satellite in 
a couple of minutes at a cost of NT dollars 400 (U.S. $11.1) per sheet. 
[Text] [Taipei CNA in English 0240 GMT 20 Oct 79 OW] 
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AUSTRALIA 


ESTABLISHMENT OF SATELLITE COMMUNICATIONS SYSTEM 
Melbourne Overseas Service in English 1130 GMT 18 Oct 79 OW 


[Text] The Federal Government has decided in principle to set up a 
domestic satellite communications system for Australia. The planned 
launch date is the end of 1984. The satellite system will provide tele- 
vision, radio and telephone services to people in remote areas. It will 
also be used throughout Australia to transmit a wide range of other in- 
formation including weather details and air and shipping messages. As 
well, it will provide an emergency communications network to cope with 
disasters. 


The minister for posts and telecommunications, Mr Staley, told parliament 
there were about half a million Australians who had no television at all, 
many who could not receive ABC [Australian Broadcasting Commission] national 
radio, and at least 40,000 people in small, isolated communities with little 
hope of getting telephone service. Mr Staley said a satellite system would 
benefit these people and several million more who now have a less than 

ideal service. 


Radio Australia's Canberra office says a satellite project office is to 

be set up and the government is to invite tenders for the satellite system. 
The system will consist of three satellites: a primary and an identical 
spare satellite in space and a third kept on earth as a further spare. 

A number of ground stations will also need to be built, and the whole 
package is estimated to cost $210 million. 
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BANGLADESH 


BRIEFS 


TV RELAY STATION--The seventh TV relay station in the country is expected to 
be commissioned early 1980 near Noakhali District. This was stated by Min- 
ister for Information and Broadcasting Habibullah Khan while visiting the 
site of the relay station on 20 October. With the commissioning of this re- 
lay station 95 percent of the population in the country will come under the 
purview of television. [BK200859 Dacca Overseas Service in English 1230 
GMT 21 Oct 79 BK] 
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PEOPLE'S REPUBLIC OF CHINA 


BRIEFS 


NINGXIA REGION TELEVISION RELAY--Yinchuan, 23 Oct (XINHUA)---A television 
relay station has recently been set up on Liupanshan, a precipitous mountain 
in Ningxia Hui Autonomous Region. The construction of a /76-metre high iron 
tower on a mountain peak 2,900 metres above sea-level is no easy task, and 
was made possible with help from engineers and technicians from Beijing and 
Anshan. Now, a total population of 1.2 million in the area, of which half 
are of Hui nationality, are able to see T.V. programmes broadcast from the 
central T.V. station in Beijing. The sales of T.V. sets in Ningxia in the 
first 9 months this year were nearly three times the number sold during the 
whole of last year. [Text] [Beijing XINHUA in English 0753 GMT 23 Oct 79 OW] 
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VIETNAM 


COUNTRY'S TELEVISION NETWORK, OPERATIONS DESCRIBED 


Television Network, Programming 
Hanoi DIEN ANH in Vietnamese No 4, Jul-Aug 78 rp 46-7, 56 


[Article by Le Tien: "The Central Television Station On the Path of De- 
velcpment"] 


[Excerpts] The television system subordinate to the Vietnam Radio and Tele- 
vision Broadcasting Commission presently consists of the central television 
station and the Ho Chi Minh City, Hue, Quang Nam-Da Nang, Quy Nhon, Nha 
Trang and Can Tho television stations. In the near future, there will be a 
television station in Vinh and perhaps one in the city of Haiphong. 


Thus, if the number of television sets increases, millions of people can 
daily receive the programs of Vietnam television. In northern Vietnam, dur- 
ing this summer and autumn, after the Tam Dao broadcasting station has 

used all the equipment capacity of the transmitter, the wave range of the 
central television station will still have an effective radius of 200 kilo- 
meters, that is, from Thanh Hoa on north to parts of Dong Bac and Tay Bac. 


At present, the central television station broadcasts only one black and 
white program on channel 7, Hanoi (or channel 2 of the Tam Dao transmitter), 
for a total of 18 hours per week (an average of 2 hours per evening and an 
additional afternoon program on Sundays). 


Thus, the central television station broadcasts the following 12 types of 
programs: 


1. Current events: approximately 210 minutes ver week. 
2. Childrens’ program [Bong hoa nho]: approximately 60 minutes per week. 
3. Seience and education: approximately 60 minutes per week. 


4. Music, dance, poetry and stage shows: approximately 150 minutes (every 
Tuesday, Thursday and Saturday evening). 
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5. Foreign language lessons: 50 minutes per week (rebroadcast on Wednesday 
and Friday mornings). 


6. Documentaries: three times a week (on Monday, Wednesday aad Saturday 
evenings). 


7. Feature films: two or three films every week. 


&. International programs: "The World Today” and "In Fraternal Countries” 
(twice a week). 


9. Programs about the army (Wednesday evenings). 


10. Programs about the security forces and about teenagers and women (once 
a week). 


ll. Programs introducing [our] prosperous and beautiful fatherland (twice 
a week). 


12. The program "Physical Education and Sports Clubs” (once a week). 


Based on the Russian and English language lesson programs that are presently 
achieving good results, in the near future, we will have new educational 
programs such as educational programs for kindergartners, programs to teach 
theory to middle-level and junior cadres, programs to conduct reviews for 
Students preparing to take the examination for graduation from general 
schogl, etc. 


At present, there are three revolving stages at the central television 
Station. One revolving stage is reserved for current events and live 
broadcast progiams. The two medium-sized revolving stages (250-300 square 
meters) are used for staging arts and letters programs and other special pro- 
grams. Besides this there are a number of mobile recording trucks that re- 
cord things on magnetic bands. 


In the near future, we will start broadcasting live from theaters, clubs, 
workshops, state farms and wards directly to the viewers using microwave 
signals. 


At present, at the Giang Vo central station, every day hundreds of people 
participate directly in organizing and producing the programs mentioned 
above. 


As compared with black and white programs, color television is expensive 
and much more complex. With a spirit of urgency and steadiness and of hav- 
ing a practical effect, we must advance toward developing and broadcasting 
color programs taking the shortest path possible and relying on the exper- 
fences and technical achievements of other countries. 




















The central television station is conducting test broadcasts and is train- 
ing ranks to produce color television programs. Since 1 May, every Sunday, 
clear color signals have appeared on the Hanoi "small screens." On channel 
7? or the present black and white sets, we can also receive this program but 
the picture is naturally in black and white. The tests are continuing; 
there are still many difficulties but such initial results are very wel- 
come. The development of color television sets depends on the country's 
general economic, scientific and technical development. 


Southern Vietnam's Television Network 
Hanoi DIEN ANH iu vietnamese No 6, Nov-Dec 78 p 41 


[Article by Do Phuowg: "The "Small Movie Screens’ in the Southern Pro- 
vinces"™] 


[Text] To date, every night, the people in almost every southern province 
watch a “small movie screen." Positions and policies of the party and gov- 
ernment, production experiences, new people and new tasks, comestic and for- 
eign news, etc are quickly transmitted to the people. This is a great vic- 
tory of the Vietnam television industry, a part of which is the television 
stations in the southern provinces. 


Along with the central television station in Hanoi and the broadcasting and 
retransmission stations in the northern provinces, at present in southern 
Vietnam we have six television stations and three retransmission and relay 
stations: 


1. The Ho Chi Minh City television station: we took over this station on 
the morning of 1 May 1975 and broadcast the first program that night. Be- 
sides broadcasting black and white programs in the evenings, since 18 Feb- 
ruary 1977 the station has broadcast color programs every Sunday afternoon. 
This is a test program in order to advance to building a color television 
nelwork. 


2. The Can Tho television station: we took over this station on 30 April 
1975. Since that day, each week we have broadcast eight programs (there 
is one program on Sunday afternoon). 





3. The Da Nang television station built by us (previously the people of 

Da Nang watched television by means of a relay station on Son Tra mountain 
which carried programs of the Hue television station). On 14 February 1977, 
the Da Nang station began broadcasting and has broadcast seven times a week. 


4, The old Quy Nhon television station was heavily damaged; after libera- 
tion we rebuilt and restored it and, since 15 December 1976, have test 
broadcast three times a week. 
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5. The Nha Trang television station also suffered much damage; after lib- 
eration we rebuilt and restored it and, since 15 December 1976, have broad- 
cast six times a week. 


6. The Hue television station has also been restored and, since the end of 
1975, has been broadcasting three times a week. Besides the six transmit- 
ting stations, we have three retransmission and relay stations. 


The Vinh Long “microwave” relay station was built and put into operation on 
14 December 1976 in order to retransmit programs of the Ho Chi Minh City 
Station to the Can Tho station. Because of having this retransmission sta- 
tior, in the same evening, the people in the Mekong Delta and the people of 
Con Dao Island and Ho Chi Minh City can view the same television programs. 

By the time it receives the retransmission, the Can Tho television station 
has been on the air for only a little over 30 minutes with news of the Mekong 
Delta. 


The Con Dao Island retransmission station was built and put into operation on 
25 October 1976 in order to retransmit programs of the Can Tho television 
station. Prior to this, the people on Con Dao Island had never been able to 
watch television. This is one of our great political and technical victor- 
ies. 


The Dalat retransmission station was built and put into operation in Septem- 
ber 1977 in order to retransmit the programs of the Ho Chi Minh City tele- 
vision station. 


Because of having these six broadcasting and three retransmission stations, 
to date, almost all of the people from Hue to Minh Hai and out to Con Dao 
Island can warch television every evening. [The people] in the zone ex- 
tending frc= Thuan Hai to Minh Hai and out to Con Son Island can all watch 
the programs of the Ho Chi Minh City television station at the same time. 


In southern Vietnam, the Ho Chi Minh City television station has a section 
that makes teature films. Since liberation the station has made four films, 
among which is the film Co Nhip, which was awarded the Silver Lotus award 
at the 1977 all-Vietnam film festival. 


The “small movie screens" in southern Vietnam have spread over a wide area 
and, together with the “large movie screens," have made a notable contribu- 
tion to widely propagandizing the policies and positions of the party and 
government among the masses and to supporting the material and spiritual 
needs of the people. 


11943 
CSO: 4209 
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CZECHOSLOVAKTA 


DEVELOPMENT OF SLOVAK COMMUNICATIONS DISCUSSED 
AU251358 Bratislava PRA/DA in Slovak 21 Sep 79 p 4 AU 


{Report on Jaroslav Mesko interview with Eng Ondrej Kovac, central director of communi- 
cations in Slovakia--date and place not given) 


[Swamary] In the current Sixth 5-Year Plan Slovak commumications are to put into opera- 
tion 172,000 telephone terminals, continue the automation of telephone exchanges so ar 
to achieve a 70.7 percent share of automated exchanges by the end of 19°50, automate postal 
services and expand the capacity of telecommmications network by laying lang-distance 
coaxial cables and installing radio relay links. We asked Ing Gidre! Kovac, central 
director of Slovak comamications, about the results and the problems in the rulfillment 
of those tasks. 


[Kovac] wh the basis of results achieved in the first 3 and 1/2 years of the 5-year 

plan it can be said that we are fulfilling the basic tasks set by the plan. ‘So far we 
have installed 141,600 telephone terminals in Slovakia and it is a realistic assumption 
that we will overfulfill the planned number of 853,700 telephme terminals by the end 

of the -ixth 5-Year Plan. in intercity telephone communications we have automated another 
u/ relay stations, which means that there ere currently 341 automates relay ttations 

for intercity and international telephone operations. Wo have made considerable 

progress in automating intermatia.al commmications in Bratislava. 


‘in 1978 in Banska Bystrica we put into operatian the first tandem exchange in Slovakia. 
This year we will complete the assembly of the tandem exchanges in Poprad and Presov 
and next year in Kosice, thus fulfilling the task to comaissim four tandem exchanger 
by the end of 1980. 


in the postal service sector, we have expanded the network by opening 18 new post offices 
and 18 postal centers. In the second borough of Bratislava we ave put into operation 
the first part of an automatic line for sorting mail. 


We are thus fulfilling the basic tasks set by the 15th CPC? Caoneress, which does not 
mean, hovever, ‘that we would be satisfied with what we have achieved and, above all, 
with the quality of the services we provide. 


[Question] The situation in Bratislava, where people have to wait 5, 4 or even nore 
years for a telephone is 4 particular problem. What are the prospects for improving 
this situation. 
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fAncwr] hem are now 17,000 telephone terninalr bL ratislava, *',000 of tina bl 
mouscholds. At the same time there are 359,71’ pending applicatiauns for telephumes, 
most of them in the new housing settlements where the comstruction of the cammmica- 

network is lagging. The completio of telephme exchanges in such housing settle- 
ments as Dubravka, Kramare, Podunajske Biskupice and Petrzalika in the Seventh 5-Year 
Plan should markedly iLaprove the situatian. 


[Question] Im the letters we receive, readers often complain about she belated delivery 
of telegrams, express mail, parcels and so forth. What are you doinz to eliminate thes: 
hortcominys 


lAnwer) owe ae aware of Le problems, whileh « caused by the Lnsowrrleicntly develeped 
material buse, the pocr techmolegical standard of sow Installations and Sy tie lack 

of some cpare parts. jSut the inconsistency and irresponsibility of some of our employees 
and the high manpower fluctuation are also responsible for those shortcomings. we are 
striving to improve the techmological standard of our installations, to deepen political- 
e‘ucational work among our employees and to create conditions for reducing manpower 

‘luc *uation. 

[Question] A prerequisite for improving your services is the timely completion of new 
telecommmications projects. What is the situation as far as key objects are concemed 


[answer] Im this 5-year plan Xcs 1.2 billion were allocated for the construction of new 
objects in Slovakia. The state of plan fulfillment at some of the decisive construction 
projects is, however, insufficient. At the largest comaumicatians project in Slovaxia-- 
the Central Telecommumications Building--the plan of the first 6 maths was fulfilled 
‘6.2 percent. The situation regarding the tandes exchange in Zilina and the telephme 
exchanves in Nitra and Bratislava is, however, much more adverse. ‘Some of those projectr 
should have already been compieted. Any further delays would postpone the installation 
of new telephone terminals and the sodermmizatian of the telephone network. 


CSO; 5500 
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YUGOSLAVIA 


BRIEFS 


CROAT RADIO, TELEVISION CENTER--Franko Winter, general director of Zagreb 
Radio and Television, today opened a new radio and television center 
situated almost in the center of Split. The center was built in only 

ll months, is 2,000 square meters in area and cost 56 million dinars. 

It will facilitate a better flow of information much more rapidly from 

the Split area of Croatia, into the Yugoslav uniform information network. 
Four modern departments, among others, are represented: two for the 
editing of troadcasts, one for program production and a fourth for record- 
ing of dramatic and music broadcasts. The television sector at the center 
will be able to be integrated directly into the Yugoslav television network 
by means of electronic color cameras. Viewers in the Split area will no 
longer have to wait several days to see the most interesting political, 
cultural and sporting events, as they have done in the past. [Zagreb 
Domestic Service in Serbo-Croatian 1400 GMT 12 Sep 79 LD] 


PANCEVO STATION TO BEGIN--Pancevo--As is expected, the ratio station which 
will form an integral part of che Pancevo news publishing work organiza- 
tion, will begin broadcasting its programs on the city's liberation day-- 
6 October--this year. The programs will be broadcast in Serbo-Croatian 
and later also in the Romanian, Hungarian and Macedonian languages. The 
radio station has been established with the funds provided by 47 work 
collectives and social organizations of this commune. [Text] [G. DJ. report] 
{Belgrade BORBA in Serbo-Croatian 22 Sep 79 p 8 AU] 


CSO: 59500 
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CUBA 


ICRT DELEGATION IN MOSCOW FOR INTERVISION MEETING 
Havana Domestic Service in Spanish 2300 GMT 9 Oct 79 FL 


[Text] A delegation from the Cuban Radio and Television Institute--ICRT-- 
today arrived in Moscow to attend the 63d Intervision Council meeting that 
opens tomorrow in Tallinn, capital of the Estonian Soviet Socialist Republic. 
The Cuban delegation is composed of ICRT Vice President Antonio Molto and 
Maria Lopez, official of the ICRT International Relations Directorate. The 
Intervision Council will examine a number of common tasks of radio and tele- 
vision organizations of member countries, including coverage of the 1980 
Olympics. 


CSO: 5500 
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NICARAGUA 


BRIEFS 


"ANN' ESTABLISHED--—Managua, 21 Oct (ACAN-EFE)--Three months after the Sandin- 
ist victory in this Central American nation, the government has established 
its own new Nicaragua News Agency (ANN). Under the responsibility of Carlos 
Garcia and Francisco Hernandez Seguar, the Nicaraguan News Agency began dis- 
tributing its copy through the pool of nonalined countries’ news agencies. 

It will also distribute news by means of the committees of solidarity with 
Nicaragua throughout the world. The first ANN dispatch was filed on 19 Octo- 
ber on the 3d month anniversary of the revolution, the newspapers BARRICADA 
and LA PRENSA reported today. The agency's director, Carlos Garcia, said 
that ANN has been founded with the objective of telling the world "the facts 
about the advance of our process and offsetting with the truth the interna- 
tional campaign of lies and defamation that the reactionary forces have 
undertaken against our revolution. A total of 20 newsmen, most of them 
graduates of the National Autonomous University of Nicaragua, are on the 
staff. ANN's offices are located on the seventh floor of the state-owned 
Zacarias Guerra building in this capital. [Text] [Panama City ACAN in 
Spanish 1804 GMT 21 Oct 79 PA] 
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SUDAN 


BRIEFS 


AFRICAN NEWS AGENCY APPROVED--Khartoum, 21 Oct--President Numayri chaired 
a meeting of the Sudanese cabinet today during which it approved a law on 
the establishment of the African News Agency. The establishment of the 
agency was approved earlier by the African States Information Ministers 
Council. [Excerpt] [Khartoum SUNA in Arabic 1440 GMT 21 Oct 79 JN] 
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SYRIA 


BRIEFS 


NEW TELEVISION STATION OPENS--Under the auspices of Information Minister 
Ahmad Iskandar Ahmad, a ceremony marking the opening of a colored television 
station took place in Tartus today. The station was established by the 
information ministry and is located at the peak of Mount al-Nabi Salih in 
the al-Duraykish area. The station, whose technical equipment is regarded 
as some of the most modern in the world, will cover the coasts of the Syrian 
Arab Republic and its low areas, fraternal Lebanon and the coast of occupied 
Arab Palestine. [Damascus Domestic Service in Arabic 1615 GMT 20 Oct 79 

JN] 
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THIRD PHASE OF KENYA-ETHIOPIA LINK TO BE COMPLETED NEXT YEAR 


INTER-AFRICAN AFFAIRS 


Nairobi DAILY NATION in English 19 Oct 79 p 10 


[Text ] 


CSO: 


THE third phase of the 
proposed $3.5 million Pan 
African telecommunica- 
tions link between Kenya 
and Ethiopia is scheduled 
to be completed and not 
put into use by December 
next year. 

This was disclosed in 
Nairobi yesterday by the 


Permanent Secretary in, 


the Ministry of Power and 
Communications, Mr. 
David Mwiraria. 


The contract for the 


project has been e varded . 


to two firms — Fujitsu 


Ltd. of Japan, and General 
Telephones and Elec- 


-tronics, of Milan, for 


5500 


—, . telephones 


-_ for the 
third phase 
ay in 

by Mr. ‘Mwiraria 
imng’eno arap 


$1.5 million 
was signed 
Nairobi 
and Mr. 
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Ng’eny, managing director 
of the Kenya Posts and 
Telecommunications Cor- 
poration with represen- 
tatives of the Japanese 


firm. 

Mr. otcasia said ‘he 
proposed munica’ions 
net work ann have hich a 
quality service offering 960 
telephone fines. It will also be 
able to carry tolour and black and 
white television programmes and 
will be able to convey telephone 


The project funded by the 
World k. is part of a rural 
network to link —) -4 with 
Zambia, Tanzania and 


hiopia. 
These countries will then be able 


to exchange television 
| ammes. 

e think it is verv important 
for a co-operation,” said 
Mr. Philip Ukundi, deputy 
pee director of Kenva mts 

and Telecommunications. 
When the project starts, it will 
alse be nsed to take television to 








the remote areas of Kenya. The | 
proposed network will link Nveri | 


with Movale,. and with Namanga. | 
on the Kenva/Tanzania border 














KENYA 


JAPAN DONATES TELECOMMUNICATIONS EQUIPMENT 


Nairobi DAILY NATION in English 18 Oct 79 p 3 


[Excerpt] ' KENYA Posts and 
Telecom munications Corporation 
yesterday received oe 
cations equipment gifis wort 
176,000/- from Japan. 

The Ja Ambassador t« 
Kenva. r. Senkuro Saiki 
. presented the equipment to the 
; Corporation's managing director. 

Mr. Kimng'ene arap Ng eny 

Mr. Neeny expressed hix 
corporation's appreciation to the 

_ @xsistance Japan was offering te 
this country. 

' He noted that there was 

an aid agreement worth 

$38 million from Japan t 

help the corporation during the 

1979/83 Dev Plan. 

He hailed Japanese tec hniwian: 
whom he said were working witt 
and training Kenvans in the ux 
of sophesticated telecommunica. 
tion machines. 

Ambassador Saiki observec 
that Kenva was a leading 
country in Africa in terms of the 
standards of telecommunicat wor 
and added that a country > 
standard of advancement wa 
judged by the level of it» 
telecom munication systems. 

He said) =Kenva had a fairly 
high standard and his country 
was happy to provide assistance 
in sophisticated equipments like 
the one he handed over. . 
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NIGERIA 


BRIEFS 


RADLO LAGOS PROJECT--The Lagos State Government has signed a W1.5m 
supplementary agreement with the Nippon Electric Company Ltd. on the Radio 
Lagos project. The agreement is for the installation of transmitters and 
studio equipment for the main broadcasting complex of the Lagos State 
Broadcasting Corporation. The agreement also involves the siting of 
booster stations in Epe and Badagry local government areas for effective 
coverage of the state. The project is expected to be completed within 

10 months in Ikeja and 12 months in Epe and Badagry. [Excerpts] 

[Lagos DAILY TIMES in English 28 Sep 79 p 24] 





NIGERIAN EQUIPMENT CONTRACT--A contract for the installation of trans- 
mitters and studio equipment for the Lagos state broadcasting company has 
been signed in Lagos. The contract worth 1,5 million naira was signed 
today between the state government and a foreign firm. It also covers the 
construction-of booster stations at Epe and Badagri local government areas 
of the state. [Lagos Domestic Service in English 2100 GMT 25 Sep 79 AB] 
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SOUTH AFRICA 


MAJOK DEVELOPMENTS LN COMMUNICATIONS PLANNED 


Johannesburg SUNDAY TIMES-BUSINESS TIMES in English 7 Oct 79 pp 1, 26 
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[Article by Stephen Orpen] 


(text) 
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SOUTH AFRICA 


BRIEFS 


INFORMATION SERVICE NOT ABOLISHED--The South African foreign minister, Mr 
Rdeldf Botha, has denied a statement that the cabinet has decided to scrap 
the information service which replaced the former department of information. 
In a statement issued in Pretoria, Mr Botha said the information service 
has been investigated like the department of foreign affairs and all other 
State bodies with a view to greater efficiency and rationalization. Mr 
Botha said the intention was an investigation which affected the public ser- 
vice as a whole and not individual departments. [Text] [Johannesburg Inter~ 
national Service in English 0400 GMT 23 Oct 79 LD] 
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USSR 


BRIEFS 


TELEVISION SPUTNIK LAUNCHED 3 OCTOBER--Moscow, October 4, TASS--A 
television sputnik Ekran with retransmission equipment aboard was launched 
in the Soviet Union on Wednesday. The equipment aboard the sputnik ensures 
in a decemetre range of waves the transmission of Soviet television 
programmes to the network of collective use reception units. The Ekran 
sputnik was put into a circular orbit, close to the stationary. The 
distance from the surface of the earth is 35,557 kilometres, the period 

of its revolution around the earth is 23 hours 44 minutes, the inclina- 
tion of he orbit--0.45 degrees. The Ekran sputnik has the international 


re «ion index stationary-T. [Text] [Moscow TASS in English 1202 GMT 
4 <9 LD) 
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FEDERAL REPUBLIC OF GERMANY 


PAPER CONCERNED OVER EXPANSION OF GDR BROADCASTS 
Bonn DIE WELT in German 18 Oct 79 p 20 DW 
{Hermann Jaeger article: “Will Our Radio Stations Get Off Europe's Air?"] 


[Text] Demands are being raised here time and again to cut dom radio 
programs wherever they do not serve to close an information gap in dictator- 
ships. But in doing so one leaves out of account to whom the representation 
of the image of Germany abroad would be left if such plans were implemented, 
namely, to the "GDR." The present state of affairs already seems to be bad 
enough. The latest developments, which hardly anybody is aware of, are 
alarming. 





"Radio Berlin International” (RSI), the international service of the "GDR" 
broadcasting system, is on the air in English for listeners in Europe for 
almost 4 hours every day--five broadcasts of 45 minutes each. Here is a 
thought-provoking comparison: Deutschlandfunk is on the air with its English 
programs for only 50 minutes every day. Deutsche Weile broadcasts in English 
are beamed to America only and can hardly be received technically by amateur 
listeners in Britain. 


The intensified presence of the "GDR" on the European air waves is the re- 
sult of a reorganization of East Berlin's broadcasts for Europe which became 
effective earlier this month. And what is more: RBI in addition is on the 
air with four programs each in French and Italian and three programs each 

in Danish, Swedish and Portuguese for Western and Northern Europe. 


The “GDR" radio quite obviously has put its stakes on the European card 
for the future. This especially strong thrust in the direction of Europe 
is also illustrated by the fact that despite the reorganization of the RBI 
broadcasts the “equally strong" cverseas service has remained unchanged. 


The broadcasts from the free part of Germany are, however, burdened by yet 
other handicaps: Deutschlandfunk is on the air on medium wave only which 

is received very poorly, whereas East Berlin uses four shortwave transmitters 
for all of the above programs. Between 1615 and 2215 London time British 
listeners can choose from among five 45-minute programs from East Berlin. 
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The Cologne Deutschlandfunk is on the air just once--from 1840 to 1930 
London time, and then only in poor reception on medium wave. 


In northern Europe it is no different. The Danes and the Swedes are 
addressed three times every day by East Berlin, whereas Deutschlandfunk is 

on the air with only one broadcast daily in each of these languages. Despite 
the small distance between East Berlin and Scandinavia RBI uses strong short- 
wave transmitters here as well guaranteeing a better reception than is pos- 
sible on medium wave which in Europe is hopelessly jammed. 


Wouldn't it be advisable to ponder these things in Cologne? 
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FEDERAL REPUBLIC OF GERMANY 


GOVERNMENT WEIGHS POLICY ON PRIVATE TV, CABLE TV 
Hamburg DER SPIEGEL in German 10 Oct 79 pp 21-22 
[Article: “Private TV: ‘More Dangerous Than Nuclear Energy’ } 


[Text] Chancellor Helmut Schmidt is considering making the controversy 
about private TV programs into 2 1980 election campaign issue. The proposed 
installation of cable TV in some cicies has been stopped for the present; 

in order to protect citizens from the harmful influences of being inundated 
with stimuli the Social Democrats intend to change the Basic Law, if 
necessary. 


It had been a long time since the ministers had seen their chancellor like 
this. Vigorously and with enormous commitment Helmut Schmidt, who usually 
prefers terseness in debates about the Basic Law was involved last Wednesday 
in a 4-hour Cabinet discussion about the capabilities and risks of 
commercial TV. 





So that there could be no doubt about his position, the head of the govern- 
ment made a bold comparison: “We must not go reeling into dangers which 

are more acute and dangerous than nuclear energy.” If citizens were inundated 
with private cable or satellite programs, then, according to Schmidt, this 
could “alter the structures of democratic society." 


The chancellor's pessimistic view of TV met with unanimous approval among 
the Social Democrat department heads. Minister of Justic Hans-Jochen Vogel 
wants to erect “barriers” against an “inundation of stimuli” in German 
living rooms: “I cannot imagine anything more dange: ws for the family.” 
Too many crime programs, quiz programs and shows make people “morose and 
mute.” 


And Minister for Research and Technology Volker Hauff sees the “end of 
television organizations under public law” coming over the horizon if, in 
the future, private stations compete with ARD [Working Group of FRG Broad- 
casting Institutes] and ZDF [Second German Television Program] for 
advertising income: "At that point they can then no Longer be financed." 
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FDP Minister of the Interior Gerhart Baum, to be sure, found the visions 

of the future on the part of the chancellor and his comrades to be “somewhat 
gloomy, if not downright apocalyptic." Baum had presented the Cabinet 

with an “interim report on the problems occurring in the sector of the new 
media" and thus had provoked the criticism of the head of the government; 
Based on Schmidt's taste, the 37-page paper treats the consequences of a 
cableized TV republic much too lightly. 


In fact, in his report, Baum does reach to “an overall positive assessment 

of the new communications technologies." Even if “disadvantageous 

social effects" could not be eliminated, nonetheless the advantages of 

the new media would prevail: They are supposed to expand the freedom of 
information for the individual citizen and offer him, even more than has 

been the case, the opportunity to involve himself actively in the information 
process. 


And finally, as tersely confirmed by minister of the interior and his 
experts, “installing cable TV in cities and communities" can "no longer be 
held up" anyway. 


But that is exactly what the chancellor wants to try. Since he caused a 
stir last year by suggesting one TV-free day a week, Schmidt has become 
"sensitized to a rather inflexible media policy’ (government spokesman Klaus 
Boel ling). 


By no means inclined to yield to the asserted “pressure to decide" (Baum), 
the chancellor would like to allow time tor some thinking before a decision 
is made about the organization form of video and screen text, cable and 
satellite TV: "We must not plunge into the adventure without forethought." 


Meanwhile, the sociopolitical effects of the new media, primarily the fight 
for private TV, seem so important to the chancellor that he very recently 
decided in the SPD executive board to inject the problem into the 1980 
election campaign: "That would become an issue, like Schiller's revaluation 
in 1969 did." 


Before the Cabinet meeting last week the government head had wrested from 
Minister for Transport, Post and Telecommunications Kurt Gscheidle the 
promise to halt immediately the planned installation of cable TV in 11 
large cities. The costly DM1.5 billion project--Gscheidle's compromise 

for the “heavy drop in traditional telephone cable investments" is creating 
"media-policy facts" which, as the chancellor fears, would approximate a 
determination. 


Four pilot projects in Berlin, Mannheim/Ludwigshafen, Munich and Fortmund 
have also been "postponed" (in the words of a Cabinet member). According 
to a recommendation made by the "Commission for thé Expansion of the 
Technical Communications System," established by the Federal government, 
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cable TV was to be tested first in these cities on a rather large scale. 
But, of course, the minister presidents of the Laender do not agree on who 
is financing the programs--about DM80 million per year and project. The 
Federal Post Office intends to assume only the costs of broad-band cable 
networks. 


Finally, in regard to satellite TV, the government wants to keep Radio-Tele 
Luxemburg (TRL) from blessing German viewers with a program of junk and 
rubbish via its own satellite starting in 1982. 


In order to clarify the “aggressiveness” of the Luxemburg planners, Minister 
of Research and Technology Hauff read aloud to his Cabinet colleagues from 

a WELT interview with RTL General Director Gustave Graas. In Graas' words, 
a country like the FRG can, in a few years, theoretically be swamped by 50 
programs from all corners of Europe." 


Hauff's conclusions: If the Luxemburg people should inundate German screens, 
then "the existence of magazines such as SPIEGEL, STERN and BUNTE would be 
endangered, because their "advertising market" would be "the first thing 
consumed by RTL." And Vogel also fears that “the laborious media balance 
would be upset." 


If Germans and French confer this week about joint development of TV 
satellites, Hauff, therefore, intends to suggest a European initiative to 
his colleague from Paris--to tolerate no stations that transmit advertise- 
ments primarily for a neighboring country. 


The minister for research and technology knows that the chancellor is on his 
side in these activities. The latter is overcome by a downright Spenglerian 
cultural pessimism when he thinks about the total TV society of the future. 
Schmidt philosophized in the Cabinet about a “manipulable TV image of 
politicians--that is the ground on which Caesers engrave themselves in the 
souls of men." 


Just recently, after the ZDF discussion with the four party chairmen, Willy 
Brandt, Helmut Kohl, Hans-Dietrich Genscher and Franz Josef Strauss, he was 
again in a position to observe how superficially even critical viewers 
absorb TV programs. According to Schmidt, he was informed of the “poor 
figure that Strauss cut during his appearance," but not of "what he really 
said." 


With so much opposition even Baum's optimism finally faded. Together with 
the chancellor he formulated a Cabinet resolution according to which "basic 
decisions" in respect to the new media are not yet being made because of 
the complexity and difficulty of the problems and their still inadequate 
political-intellectual penetration." 
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The Department of the Interior should still try to determine what effect 

the new media can have on “the structure of democratic society" and the 
family. The most difficult task for Baum's officials will, of course, be 

to point out “the legal possibilities--even going so far as to make a 

change in the Basic Law"--, which can be seized upon "for the preservation 

of a humane democratic society against harmful effects of a flood of informa- 
tion and opinion manipulation." 


Minister of Justice Vogel has already thought out a possible change in the 
constitution. In his opinion, the freedom of information guaranteed by 
Article 5 of the Basic Law is restricted" by Article 6 which protects 

the family. Vogel says: "We cannot allow it to come to pass that the 
privacy of the family is destroyed by a flood of information." 
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ITALY 


BRIEFS 


FIVE-YEAR PROGRAM-----Rome, 26 Oct (ANSA)-—-Italy's Interministerial Economic 
Planning Committee (CIPE) has approved a five-year space program with a 200 
billion lire price tag. The country’s membership in the European Space 
Agency (ESA) will involve an additional spending of 80 billion lire for the 
next year alone. Scientific Research Minister Vito Scalia justified the 
space program in terms of the research operations it will enable the country 
to undertake and the possibilities of updating research along the way. The 
program specifically calls for a review of plans in 1981 on the basis of 
achievements that will have been made during the first three years. The 
major goals of the Italian space program will be the construction and launch- 
ing of a pre-operational telecommunications satellite and the nation's parti- 
cipation in international experiments in direct satellite television techni- 
ques. The program also calls for scientific and technological tests aboard 
the European Space Laboratory. [Text] [Rome ANSA in English 0820 GMT 26 Oct 
79 AU) 
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